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Speakers 

Cortnie Abercrombie 
CEO and Founder, AI Truth 
Strategic Advisor on Responsible Data Innovation and AI

Michael Servaes 
Executive Director 
International Society of Chief Data Officers 

Maria C. Villar  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mariacvillar 
 Enterprise Data Management and Governance Innovator

Moderator 
Peter Aiken 
Founder of Data Blueprint 
 Associate Professor of Information Systems at Virginia 
Commonwealth University (VCU)
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As nations, states and businesses of all sizes look to use data and analytics in developing and improving their response 
to COVID 19 the isCDO looks at the role of data leaders in leading the use of data to design and improve how we can 
safely get out of lockdown and back to work.  We will examine the benefits to be gained from the use of data and the 
possible problems that might limit the effectiveness of the use or which might impinge upon the privacy and 
freedoms of individuals. 

Contact tracing in its various forms has variously been put forward variously as the risk-free route to a post COVID19 
world on one extreme, on the other extreme as a back door to a dystopian surveillance state and all permutations in 
between.  Its application at national, state/province or local government level and even by businesses raises a number 
of questions on the ethics of what is being done and highlights a number of privacy issues.  The panel will examine if 
and why the ethical and privacy questions may or can be ignored and what the implications could be for individual 
privacy and freedom in the future.   

It is for Data Leaders in their many guises to have the lead role in advising organisations at every level how they can 
use data, what the implications might be and how best to avoid the potential pitfalls.  Getting it right will mean 
organisations being able to negotiate their way around the lockdown measures as they are relaxed, getting it wrong 
could mean fines or even prison on top of a disgruntled population/workforce who will not cooperate and all that may 
imply. 

COVID-19 Data and the CDO: A special 
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Panel Topics

1. Implement Contact Tracing/ Data 
Privacy-Ethics Policies

2. Data Utilization

3. Role and impact of data leader as 
it relates to COVID  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Headlines

(CNN)Health officials in at least three states have been combining Covid-19 
data on diagnostic tests and antibody tests, skewing results and potentially 
giving a muddied picture of the virus's spread over time.
Texas, Virginia and Vermont each said they recognized the data issue and 
moved to fix it in the past few days. 
Diagnostic PCR tests, which use saliva or sputum, check for current infection, 
while antibody tests, which rely on blood, check for past infection. Combining 
the two into one result could provide an inaccurate picture of where and when 
the virus spread and mislead policy-makers and the public.
"Public health officials need to know how many people in my state or my 
community currently have Covid-19. They also need to learn how many people 
had it in the past and potentially are immune to it," said CNN's senior medical 
correspondent Elizabeth Cohen. "Those are two completely different things."
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